
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to the Conference 

First of all welcome to this Conference, both those who are present with us physically, and 

also those who have joined us virtually.  One may ask:  What is the use of the Conference 

today? The relationship between ethics and business and its various dynamics is a subject 

which in Malta received considerable attention, because of the events we all have 

experienced. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has put further emphasis on the important role of business in 

creating jobs and aiding a sustainable recovery for us all.  Now more than ever, we need to 

find ways not to cut corners, but to ensure that the recovery and the economic impact that is 

generated benefits all. 

The question that we posed to ourselves at the Chamber when we were formulating the 

subject of this conference, and  which will be  the main topic for today’s discussion, was: Is 

there an ethical way of doing business? 

The Conference today should serve as an initial point of discussion on such an important 

subject.  We chose Pope Francis, as he is a universal figure who spoke various times about 

this topic, and therefore unites us all in discussing such an important subject.  I would like to 

thank the Diocese of Gozo, the Foundation Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice, and Bank of 

Valletta, who have accepted our invitation to partner with us on this important discussion. 

We really have an excellent array of speakers today. Joseph F. X. Zahra, Mario P. Galea, 

Gordon Cordina, and Father Joseph Hili.  The first three need no introduction.  All are involved 

extensively in the business scenario and will surely provide useful insights to us all given their 

vast experience on the subject.  Fr Joseph Hili is a member of the Centre for the Antropology 

of Religion, and Cultural Change in the Universita’ Cattolica of Milan.  I am sure all the 

speakers will provide us with extensive food for thought on the subject. 

Beginning our discussion today, I would like to take the cue from Pope Francis’ message that 

he conveyed for an event in Argentina that tried to find sustainable solutions to business 

development while safeguarding the dignity, and rights of workers and their families.  In his 

message he higlights the noble vocation of the entrepreneur, that with creativity tries to 

produce wealth, and diversify production, while at the same time creating jobs.1  This means 

that business people have an important role to play in society.  However, their main purpose 

should be the common good. 

 
1 Pope Francis, 2021. Videomessaggio del Santo Padre in occasione del 57.mo Colloquio della 
Fondazione IDEA sul tema “Logremos una Argentina Sostenible" (Realizziamo un’Argentina 
sostenibile) [Buenos Aires, 13-15 ottobre 2021] (14 ottobre 2021) | Francesco. [online] Vatican.va. 
Available at: <https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/messages/pont-
messages/2021/documents/20211014-videomessaggio-idea-colloqium.html> [Accessed 27 October 
2021]. 
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We hope that this Conference will initiate an important dialogue between various parts of 

society.   

 

 


