
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introductory Message 

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Excellency, dear friends, in my intervention on the 

20th anniversary celebration of the Gozo Business Chamber nearly two years ago, on the 

10th January 2020, I had indicated the importance of Ethics in Business and how as a 

Chamber we were committed to organise an event on this topic, for our members. In the 

meantime Covid-19 struck and today I am happy that we are here in your presence and that 

as a Chamber we have managed to organise this event in collaboration with all our partners 

on this initiative.  But more important than that, I had highlighted during that event how 

“business cannot detach itself from morality to achieve the common good.”1  My intervention 

at that time was motivated from what we were observing.  The unfolding of events over the 

past two years have made this conference a necessity now, more than ever before. 

And what better scenario to discuss this topic than Pope Francis’s teaching itself?  Pope 

Francis has spoken many times on the topic of business, and how business people need to 

work intently to do good to society as a whole, and not to a selected few.  He does not 

disdain business, which he sees as a vocation, but rather for him, business needs to work 

transparently to benefit everyone. 

On the 26th May 2018, in his address to the Congress members participants of the 

Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontefice Foundation, he had denounced the false dichotomy 

between business behaviour, and an ethics centred on the search of the ‘common good’: 

there is a natural circularity between profit and social responsibility. There is in fact an 

“indissoluble connection […] between an ethics respectful of persons and the common good, 

and the actual functionality of every economic financial system” (Oeconomicae et pecuniariae 

quaestiones, 17 may 2018, 23). In a word, the ethical dimension of social and economic 

interaction cannot be imported into social life and activity from without, but must arise from 

within. This is, of course, a long-term goal requiring the commitment of all persons and 

institutions within society.2 

I believe that this Conference should be the beginning of dialogue between various persons 

and institutions within society.  Labelling all business people as corrupt because of the 

behaviour of a small number of business people is not acceptable.  Instead we should be 
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answering questions such as: What is leading society to accept certain forms of behaviour, 

without any ethical consideration?  What is motivating us to do business? How do we act to 

achieve business models that benefit the common good? 

The current situation both locally and globally, calls for a deep reflection on many fronts.  I 

sincerely hope that this event is just the beginning of an open and sincere dialogue between 

the many sectors that interact within society. 

Only last Saturday, together with other members of the Centesimus Annus Foundation, I 

heard Pope Francis offer the following words of encouragement. “Dear friends,” he stated,”in 

promoting these values and this way of living...we often find ourselves going against the 

grain, yet let us always remember that we are not alone”.3 

I would like to thank all our partners on this event: the Diocese of Gozo, the Centesimus 

Annus – Pro Pontefice Foundation, and Bank of Valletta, who have accepted our invitation to 

join us on this important discussion.  I not only hope but I am sure that this Conference will 

bear fruit not only now but also in the future. 
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